As a tourist destination, Yogyakarta offers a complete tourism package from man-made environments such as Ullen Sentalu Museum and the ancient temples to natural environment such as Mount Merapi. Roughly five million tourists, both locals and foreigners, were visiting the city in 2017. The high number of tourist visits generates high demand for accommodation and as a result, the hospitality business is flourishing and more hotels are to be built. This phenomenon is causing public unrest regarding the environmental carrying capacity. This paper would like to explore the scientific background of the people"s concern regarding the growth of hotels development and its relation towards water shortage in several parts of the city. In this study, two sets of urban layer related to water supply and numerical data related to water demand are presented. The data shows that water demands for hotels keep increasing from time to time while the water supply and distribution system are clearly limited. Additionally, the water need for hotels is ten times higher than those of residential areas, indicating that the aforementioned public unrest makes sense and that further solution needs to be considered.
INTRODUCTION Background
Cited from viva.co.id, in August 2016, a documenter video was launched at the Universitas Gadjah Mada"s university Many of the hotels are middle to high rise buildings that accommodate more than 100 rooms. Since the people of Yogyakarta live in landed and detached houses, the tall hotel buildings seem strange for them. Not only it feels like "visual pollution" for several people, but the concern also gets serious when several areas are having water shortage issue and the people started to blame the hotels.
Research Objectives
Social unrests are sometimes surfaced and developed by more of public opinion than by scientific ground (Schröter, Jovanovic, and Renn 2011), even though scientific justification is important to decide the logical solution for the problem. This study does not attempt to prove whether the public claim is true or not, but rather to provide 1) deeper understanding and scientific perspective of the social unrest occurs in Yogyakarta regarding clean water shortage that is caused by the rapid growth of hotels and any other tourist accommodations, as well as 2) a partial study on the impact(s) of urban tourism towards urban livability.
LITERATURE REVIEW
Cities worldwide provide fuller amenities to both locals and tourists compared to those of suburban areas. This might be the reason why urban tourism is getting more famous today than ever (Ashworth 2012 And when the said impact is felt by the citizens, it almost certainly will cause social unrest. A thorough study must be conducted to minimalize the negative impacts of tourism development towards the city.
METHODOLOGY
In correlation with the research background, the locus of study is Greater 1996) From the aforementioned ratio we can conclude that the need of water for all hotels in Yogyakarta is huge. Moreover, in relation to the background of this study, two tables are presented as comparison. Based on the data, water shortage issue raised by the people of Yogyakarta does make sense and actually is supported by scientific data. This study also provides a partial study on the impacts of urban tourism towards the city which is that rapid growth of hotels might violate certain environment carrying capacity, in the case of this study is ground water supply.
Policy Implications
The social unrest mentioned on the beginning of this paper might not be happening if there is specific and rigid law that regulates water supply for each building sector in the city. Whether a building is required to be fully supported by the public water authority or permitted to use groundwater for partial need, it needs to be stated clearly in the public law.
Moreover, in a more general aspect, government should takes more action in controlling the growth of hotels and possible other tourist accommodations, so that it will not disturb the citizens.
Recommendation for Future Study
To decide whether the claim made by the people of Yogyakarta is true or not, deeper analysis still need to be done and in broader and multidiscipline context such as between urban design and social science. Additional to the conclusion of this study, it"s safe to say that the water resources in the city is still able to fulfill the needs of both tourist accommodations and residential for now. The indication is that there is no news about water scarcity yet. However, looking at the data and how the demand and supply of water goes conversely, anticipation of further water issues need to be done in the form environmental research and policy making.
